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A TEACHER’S GUIDE TO
QUEST FOR A KELPIE by Frances Mary Hendry

kelpies
Series Summary
The award-winning Kelpies series is 
Scotland’s favourite collection of 
children’s fi ction. Floris Books took 
over the list in 2001, republishing 
classic works by authors such as 
Kathleen Fidler and Allan Campbell 
McLean. Since then, we have continued 
to add to the series with a range of 
highly successful new Scottish novels 
for children. Of these, Chill by Alex Nye 
won a Royal Mail Award in 2007 and 
Hox by Annemarie Allan was nominated 
for a Royal Mail Award in 2008.

Themes/issues addressed in this book
Jacobitism, family, class, Scotland, justice & injustice, second sight, illness, legends, 
female & male roles in society, bravery

Book Summary
Life is tough in the northeast of Scotland at the time of the 1745 Jacobite rebellion. 
When Jeannie Main – a young fi sher girl – saves a tinker girl and her family from an 
injustice, one of the tinkers tells her future. Jeannie learns that the fate of Scotland 
lies with her, and in order to have her heart’s desire, she must ride the fearsome kelpie. 
She goes into service at the surgeon’s house, and is content with her lot in life – she 
is able to help her family fi nancially, and receive an education. However, in time, the 
tinker’s prophecy comes to pass. The Jacobites arrive in town, followed by the Duke 
of Cumberland’s armies, and loyalties are divided. As Scotland is torn apart, Jeannie’s 
parents fall gravely ill with typhus, and all seems lost. Then Jeannie remembers the 
tinker’s words and she goes hunting for the kelpie. Eventually she gets her heart’s 
desire, but it is due to her own strength of character and bravery rather than any 
creature of legend. This is a thrilling, fast-paced historical adventure.

BEFORE READING
Group Activities
• Discussion: what does ‘Jacobite’ mean? What do you know about the Jacobite 

rebellion?
• Discussion: what is second sight? Do you know any stories about second sight?
• Discussion: what is a kelpie? What do you know about the kelpie legend?

AFTER READING (note, contains spoilers!)

Individual Work
• Write a paragraph on the thoughts and feelings you had when:
  a)  Duggie Ralph says the tinker girl kicked over the tar pot (ch 1, The Fight)
  b)  Margaret Davidson has ‘The Sight’ on her (ch 2, The Sight)
  c)  The Duke of Cumberland spares Iain’s life (ch 8, The Test)
  d)  Jeannie tells of the Jacobites’ planned attack (ch 9, Make and Break)
  e)  The Redcoats find Jeannie and Margaret (ch 12, The Kelpie) 

• On page 9 in ‘Letter to my great-great-granddaughter’, Jeannie says of her family 
‘…their faults are not their fault…’ Write three paragraphs on what you think this 
means.

• On page 113, Jeannie says she will write a letter to the Duke of Cumberland to plead 
for Iain’s life. Put yourself in Jeannie’s place and write a letter asking the Duke to 
spare Iain’s life. Think about why he deserves to live, and how best you may plead 
his case. Remember the Duke has no love for the Jacobites and their supporters – he 
will be difficult to convince. 

Group Activities
• Class discussion: on page 67 the minister objects to Jeannie being educated – he 

says she will get above herself. Why do you think he is so annoyed by this? Discuss 
female and male roles in society during this period and why it would have been 
almost unheard of for Jeannie to be educated. How do you feel about this? Do you 
think it was fair?

• Group task: The Monarchy. Using the internet and your library, create a list of kings 
and queens of Scotland, England and Great Britain. Start with our present queen 
and go back as far as you can. When does the list split into two? 

• Class project: The Jacobites. Using the internet and your library, find out all you 

CURRICULUM
REQUIREMENTS
COVERED
5-14 Curriculum
(Scotland)
Years: P4-P7
Listening:
Listening in Groups
Listening for Information, including 
instructions and directions
Reading:
Reading for Information
Reading to Refl ect
Awareness of Genre
Talking:
Talking in Groups
Talking about Texts
Talking about Experiences, including 
feelings and opinions
Writing:
Functional
Imaginative

National Curriculum
(England, Wales,
Northern Ireland)
Key Stage 2
English: Reading
Reading Strategies
Response to Texts, including 
analysing and evaluating
Reading for Information
National Literacy Strategy:
Text-Level Reading
Text-Level Writing
Vocabulary

(continued overleaf)



can about the 1745 Jacobite rebellion. What caused it? Who were the ‘sides’ involved? Find out about 
the characters in the book, such as Prince Charles Edward Stuart, the Duke of Cumberland and General 
Wolfe, and give their life stories both before and after the events of the book. Find out what the 
repercussions of the Jacobite rebellion were. How did the uprising change Scotland? See if you can find 
any songs and poems about the Jacobites. Display your project on the walls of your classroom.

Vocabulary
•  Check you know what the following words mean (page numbers of example words in brackets):
 abomination (115) biddable (51) billeted (98) bizzom (20) canny (11)
 chaff (23) coble (12) colic (158) dawdle (49) deputation (27)
 duress (96) farthing (16) flightery (63) fret (7) gibbet (34)
 girded (91) gratitude (32) havers (159) impertinence (60) liniment (33)
 Michaelmas (67) midden (31) perceptible (87) pompous (9) poultices (24)
 practicable (56) rapscallions (94) recollection (122) solemnity (167) strake (12)
 subverting (61) transgressions (115) tremor (55) uncanny(25) valerian (150)
 vengeance (74)



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Coated FOGRA27 \050ISO 12647-2:2004\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages false
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ([Based on '[High Quality Print]'] Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks true
      /AddColorBars true
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo true
      /AddRegMarks true
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 8.503940
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed true
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


